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ARIZONA STATE PARKS
NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(NAPAC)
Minutes of the meeting held:
Thursday, February 28, 2008
at
the Sonoran Institute
7650 E. Broadway, #203, Tucson, AZ

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Chair Harecalled the meetng to order at 12:12pm. The following peaple werepresen, and the
Committeeachieved a quorum.

CommitteeMembersPresn: Trevor Hare Chair
Sheridan Stone, Vice-Chair
Linda Kemedy
John Hays
Phyllis Hughes
Don Young
JaredUnderwood

CommitteeMembersAbsernt: None

Other Individuals Pre®n: Max Cadillo, ASP (exofficio)
Joame Roberts, Arizona State Parks (ASP)
Joy Herrbrode, Assistant Attorney Gereral for ASP (via phone)
Ray Warriner, ASP
Ruth Shulman ASP

Gued: None

B. INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS AND STAFF
Membersand Staff introducedthemselves

C. OLD BUSINESS

1. Approval of NAPAC Minutesfor the Novemkter 29, 2007 meeing.

Mr. Stone submitted minor corrections via eMail. Ms. Shulmannotedthatthes corrections
had beenmade. Chair Hare noted that the word QAilarthusOon page 8 should be cagtalized
asthat represerts the gereric name, rather thanthe spedfic name for a group of plarts. Mr.
Hays movedthat the minutesbe approved asrevised Mr. Stone secanded the motion, which
carried with no further discussion.

2. Update and Discussion on Rio Rico/Ross parcels on the Sarta Cruz River.

Mr. Warriner notedthat he had discussedthe Rio Rico parcek six weeks ago with Michael
Parick of the Trust for Public Land (TPL) and had no new developmertsto report.
Additionally, Mr. Warriner said that heis plaming to discuss the Raoss parcels with Mr. Ross
in the nearfuture. Mr. Ross, for various rea®ns, may have dropped the price he wasasking
for those parcels. Mr. Warriner will provide furtherinformaion at an upcoming meetng.




Find Minutes
Meeting of 2/28/08

Mr. Hays providedan updateddraft of the Sarta Cruz County fl oodplains (copy availabe on
requeg) asof Felruary 19, 2008. Thisinformation could be useful in evaluating availabde
propertieswithin Sarta Cruz County. Further discussion on the floodplains and the floodway
followed

3. Update from NAPAC on next steps in the Kartchner Caverns Conservation Zone.

Dr. Casavart asked Ms. Roberts to assess NAPACOsead ness to make a presertation to the
ASPBoard regardng the Conservation Zone. Dr. CasavartOgpresertation is neaing
completion. Chair Haresaid that he, Ms. Roberts and Mr. Shein will meetto discuss ary
presertation to the ASPBoard, ard he requeged that thisitembe placedon the agenda for
the April full NAPAC meeing. Mr. Stone aked whenthe final report will be complete. Ms.
Roberts said that the report would be a final Gstate of InformaionOfor Kartchner Caverns
State Park The report should be final by the end of the currert week Mr. Stone said thatthe
report will beimportart for future policy decisions. Chair Hare said that NAPAC might
consider anew above ground site visit. Ms. Roberts said that therehasbeena good deal of
informaion alread/ gathered on the above ground biota, which canbe suppliedto NAPAC
membersprior to the final report. Ms. Hughesaskedif the report would be large enough to
include anexecuive summary and some recommerdations. Ms. Roberts said that the report
would be 20-30 pageslong and will include the summary and recanmendations. Chair Hare
will put together alist of quedions for the ASPBoardregardng Kartchner Caverns
discussions.

4. Discussion with Joy Herrbrode on Subcommitteeformation, quorums, meeing notices
ard Staff participation in Subcommittees

Ms. Herrbrode clarified the OrlieOregardng subcommittees She noted thata
subcommitteecanconsist of any memkers officially appointed, including ASPstaff or
outside experts. She did advise exercising caution in appointing memtersfrom outside the
main committee,because all officially appointed subcommitteememkerscanvote on the
business of the subcommittee.Also, all offi cially appointed memberscount toward forming
aquorum of the subcommittee.(A quorum consists of 50% of the membership, plusone.)

ASP Staff canbe appointedto subcommitteesasofficial members and cantherefore count
toward quorum. Ms. Herrbrode also suggededthat cauion again be exercised when
appointing memters from within the membership of the larger committee;too many
memberswill also constitute a quorum of the main committee,which cancreat issuesin
providing proper public notice under the Open Meeting Law. As a mater of procedure, the
notice and agerda should contain wording that Oaquorum of NAPAC may be presert.Oln
addition, the noticeand agenda should contain a Public Commert section to allow invited
experts and others their forum. Staff memkberscanparticipate in subcommittee meetings by
providing knowledge and assistance but do not have to be offi cially appointedunless the
subcommitteewarts Staff to count toward quorum and/or vote. Memkers of the larger who
attend Subcommitteecommitteescamot vote or count toward Subcommitteequorum.

Ms. Herrbrode continued by suggeding that NAPAC make it absolutely clearwho arethe
offi cially appointed memkbersof the subcommittees Thiswill facilitate setting quorums,
voting and conducting the business of the Suocommittee in gereral.
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D. NEW BUSINESS

1. New Travel Pdicies

Ms. Shulman preserted the new Arizona State governmert travel reimbursemert policies
Thisinvolvesmemlersfilling out new formsso that they canbe enteredinto the employee
payroll systemin order to have travel claims paid. The membersneedto complete several
formspertinent to employees Ms. Shulmanalso explainedthe new travel claim form,
whichisverylike the old form. The new emphasdsis on whether the state-relatedtravel
includesanovernight stay. She also explainedthat at a future meetng, members will need
to comply with the Feceral I-9 documertation rulesaspart of the Movement from vendor
paymert to emdoyeepaymert systems

2. Elecion of new NAPA C offi cers for 2008.

The membersconsideredelecing anew Chair and Vice-Chair to serve for 2008. Dr.
Kemedy nominated Chair Hare to continue in that position. Dr. Young secandedthe
nomination. Mr. Stone nominated himself to serve asChair. (Note to Joanne: | do not hear
a secand for the self-nomination on the tape at all.) Following discussion of the
cardidatesDqualifi caions and meetng maragemert styles NAPAC voted4-3 to retain
Chair Harein that position.

Dr. Young nominated Mr. Stone to retain the position of Vice-Chair, which passed
unanmously.

NAPACOffi cersfor 2008 are: Trevor Hare, Chair and Sheridan Stone, Vice-Chair.

3. Brief Preentation on Critical Habitat Valuesfor the Verde River Greerway (VRG).
Mr. Cadillo preserntedinformation on Critical Hahitats for several speciesusing a GIS
overlay program. His intert wasto help prioritize property selection by using the availabe
informaion on critical hahitats for plarts, animals and invertelrateswhen considering land
in the VRG. (Information on critical hahitatis furnished from the Arizona Game & Fish
Departmert (AGFD), and the US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS).) Mr. CagilloOs
presertation highlighted critical hakitat for individual speciesalong the river, and showed
where speciesoverlapoccurs aswell aswhere speciesdo not occur. He also highlighted
areagecertly visitedby the Land Acquisition and Prioritization Subcommittee (LAPS)for
specieghabitatsin order to correlate the information.

Mr. Underwood askedif the fish speciesactually occurredin the VRG area.Following
discussion, Mr. Undemwood will find out which speciesoccur where in the areafrom the
AGFD ard report backto NAPAC. Further discussion on the propertiesvisitedby LAPS
followed and the discussion movedto that agendaitem.(NAPAC adournedfor abrief
breakat 1:26pm and reconvened at 1:38pm.)

E. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Natural AreasManagement Guidelines(NAMG) committee: Update and report on

progress.
No report givenin the intered of time.
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2. Land Acaquisition and Prioritizaion SubcommitteediscussesCharter ard
recanmerdations for Verde River areaparcels.

Ms. Raberts presertedthe new Charter for the Suocommitteeand asked for input from
NAPAC. Mr. Warriner suggeged changing the status of Staff from Subocommitteemembers
to advisors to follow the advice provided by Ms. Herrbrode earlier. Chair HareOstatus asa
Subcommittee member wasalso dropped, partly to take advartage of the Phoenix location of
the remaining threeoffi cial memkers.

Mr. Sheridan askedabout the definition of the SubcommitteeOscope in the Charter. He
would like to see some simplifiedlanguage, showing the focus asprioritizing evaluated
properties Heis also concerred about the SubcommitteeOahility to change evaluation
criteriaasnotedin section D. Ms. Roberts notedthatthe intert of thatlanguage is allow
membersto review the criteria, but not to make changes without the approval of the full
NAPAC. Mr. Sheridan asked about the definition of the termsprioritizaion, idertificaion
and evaluation. Ms. Roberts defined prioritizaion asa process that will allow NAPAC to
choose propertiesfrom among the many availabe based on sciertific, financial and ASP
criteria. She definedidertifi caion ashow anavailable property comesto the attertion of
ASPand/or NAPAC. Evaluation is defined asconsidering the propertyOsiatural attributes
sciertifically. Ms. Hughessuggegedthat a OsniorOmember of NAPAC should be a part of
the Subcommitteeto provide a historical/big picture view.

Mr. Cadillo akedwhether prioritizaion should be a Gnoving targetQ Mr. Sheridansaid it
should be, but that a set proces will help with tracking availabe propertiesand justifying
evertual decisions. Mr. Underwood asked about how prioritizaion would work asa
OwveightedOdecision. Further discussion followed on the mary sourcesof weighting factors
to make decisions. Chair Hare also noted that having a prioritization proces will help
provide the ASP Board with the bed advice, ard to allow the ASPBoard to broadentheir
view of what constitutesa Natural Area.Mr. Stone notedthat the process of acquiring
property requiresa set of ObolsOard that the Subcommitteewill be desgning the tools
aporopriate to the task at hand. Further discussion followed on the task of the Subcommittee,
and itOselevarnceto the work of NAPAC.

Mr. Cadillo askedabout the focal points of the Charter, including the maragemert of
acquiredproperty. Further discussion on maragemert and prioritization followed Dr.
Kemedy suggegedthatthe focus say that the property should be listed asGnarageableO
insteadof saying that ASPwill only acauire property it canmarage. Discussion on the
definition of mamagemert followed, aswell ashow to rate that particular facor. Using the
direction providedby NAPAC atthis meetng, the Suocommitteewill refine the detail s of the
Charter, which canbe updatedasnecessary in the future.

Ms. Raoberts notedthat changesto the Charter should be completed now so thatthe
Subcommitteecanbegn to OsttleCthe process at their meetng scheduledin March. The
changesto be mack are:changing the offi cial membership of the Subcommittee,remove
focal point number 3, assuring that the Subcommitteechangesthe evaluation proces only
with NAPACOsnput ard permission, adding a date for renewing the Charterif necessary,
ard retaining the April Oeliverabe dateOasa target pending further Subcommittee
meetngs.

NAPAC next consideredthe acapisition recanmendations for those parcelsvisitedand
evaluated at the January Subcommitteefield trip. Ms. Roberts notedthat Chuck Ohr, ASPOs
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water-quality expert, is reviewing the water information currertly availalle on the PeckOs
Lake property, but doesnot have enough information availade to help NAPACOsglecision.

Mr. Warriner suggegedreviewing the Spur/Babbitt property. Mr. Cagillo notedthat the
Bahbitt family haswithdrawn the property from sale. Ms. Roberts said that the property
should be discussedand prioritizedin any cas becatse it may becane availabe again in the
future. She also notedthat accading to the evaluation shees, there wasno particularly
outstanding or unique feature on the property. The evaluation ratings were (BOfor the
propertyO<ondition and QA Ofor the natural features Mr. Stone asked whether the cultivated
field noted on the property wasincluded Afterfurther discussion, it wasfelt thatthefield is
included could be allowedto go fallow, and serve asa buffer to the VRG project area
NAPAC also decidedthat the committeeshould also prioritize the propertiesrecanmerded
to the ASP Board. Those propertiesthat rate an O\Oon the evaluation sheetwill be the top
priority; those rated BOwill be second tier priorities The Spur Land and Catle/Babbitt
property discussion wasset-agde for the momert.

Chair Hareasked that the committeeconsider the property listedasONade 20 Ms. Roberts
notedthat this property waspart of the original scope of the VRG purchase, and hasbeenre-
evaluated by ASPfor the pagd severalyeas. Chair Hare movedto recommerd to the Arizona
State Parks Boardthe purchas of the 3-acre parcel identifiedasWade 2 contiguous to the
Verde River Greenway propertiesand the US Fored Sevicebased on previous
recanmerdations to the Arizona State Parks Board, but wasoverlookedduring the original
Verde River Greenway State Natural Areaacquisition, and further recommerd thatit be
maraged under the Verde River Greenway managemert plan Dr. Young secandedthe
mation, which carried with no further discussion. Ms. Hughesaskedthat the status of
paymert for the property be clarified, asit mayhave alread/ beenpaid for during the original
acquisition. Mr. Warriner will look into the quegion, but his feeling is that this parcel
remained unpaid for originally.

NAPAC movedon to considerthe parcels known asUV X1 and UV X2. Both parcels have
buffering value and areon the railroad cut. Chair Hare movedto recanmend to the Arizona
State Parks Board purchase the parcels known asUV X1 and UV X2 for buffering of the
Verde River Greenway State Natural Area and also for potertial incorporation into the
greaer non-motorizedtrail systemof the Verde Valley. Dr. Young secanded Mr. Stone
askedabout the width of the property, which wasagreed to be 1000 Mr. Cadillo said that he
did not believe the property itself is developale, but it could be usedto build anacces road
to surrounding areas Further discussion followed on the various ways a right-of-way on the
property might be obtained by aroadbuilder. Mr. Warriner said that the comparabe
properties usedto help set property values may make this property slightly costlierthan
other undewvelopahlle land in the area Mr. Stone aked about the inclusion of language
regardng the Verde Valley trail system Chair Harenotedthat mertioning atrail possibility
would help make the property eligible for trail funding for maragemernt. Chair Harecalled
for the vote, which carried with no further discussion.

It wasnotedthat no evaluation score wasassignedto the UV X 1-2 properties these
propertiesare recanmendedfor their buffering and wildlife corridor values Chair Hare said
that the committeecould make a separat mation to the ASP Board giving the prioritizaion
of the recanmended acquisitions. Further discussion on prioritizaion and the ASPBoard
followed
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Chair Haresaid that the remaining four propertiesunder discussion sharedthe importance of
being in theriver corridor and having critical hahitat value. He suggesed moving the parcels
individually with idertical language to reflectthat sharedimportance. NAPAC cameto a
consersus on the language following brief discussion.

Chair Haremovedto recanmend to the Arizona State Parks Board the purchase of the
Fraklli-Mongini parcel becawse it is within theriver corridor of the Verde River Greenway
projectareaand hascritical hakitatfor enrdangered spedes Mr. Hays secandedthe mation.
Chair Harenotedthat the evaluation doesnot include Mingus Mountain. Chair Hare called
for the vote, which carried with no further discussion.

Chair Haremovedto recanmend to the Arizona State Parks Board the purchase of the Wade
1 and UV X 3 parcels becase they are within the river corridor of the Verde River Greerway
projectareaand have critical hakitat for endangered species Dr. Y oung secandedthe
mation. Chair Hare notedthat there were someinvasve plart speciesin the understory. (Mr.
Hays left the meeing atthistime.) Chair Hare calledfor the vote, which caried with no
further discussion.

Chair Haremovedto recanmend to the Arizona State Parks Board the purchase of the
Barteau 1l and Barteau 2 parcek because they arewithin the river corridor of the Verde River
Greerway projectarea and have critical hakitat for endangeredspecies Mr. Underwood
secandedthe mation. Discussion certered on the cottonwood treesand the adive floodplain.
Chair Harecalled for the vote, which carried with no further discussion.

Chair Haremovedto recanmend to the Arizona State Parks Board the purchase of the
Bustamerte 1-4 and Barteau 3-4 parcels because they are within the river corridor of the
Verde River Greenway projectareaand have critical habitat for endangered species Dr.

Y oung secondedthe mation. Discussion centeredon buffering from development. Thes
propertiesrated low among all the propertiesdiscussed Dr. Kemedy notedthat there were
cottonwood treesdown for no discernable rean; it may be a hydrological process. Chair
Hare calledfor the vote, which carried with no further discussion.

Discussion on prioritizing the acquisitions followed NAPACOsonsensus wasto use atier
systemto prioritizethe parcels discussed, with the first tier representing the highed priority
and on through tier three.

Chair Haremovedto recanmend to the Arizona State Parks Board the purchase of the Spur
Land and Catle 1-3 parcels because they are within the river corridor of the Verde River
Greerway projectarea and have critical hahitat for endangeredspeciesand also have
importart connecivity to the USFS, SRP SWFL mitigation property, and the Symington
propertiesalready purchasedaswell asbuffering for the fl oodplain. Mr. Underwood
secanded the mation. Chair Harenotedthat there wassome onsite dumping and OtermingO.
Mr. Underwood also said that these parcels arelocated further from humanhahtation than
others Chair Harecalledfor the vote, which carried with no further discussion.

Chair Haremovedthat the Arizona State Parks Board consider the following prioritizaion
for property acauisition with the tier one properties Wack 2, Fratelli-Mongini, UVX 3 and
Barteau 1-4 and Spur Land and Cattle being the higheg priority; the tier two properties
Bustamerte 1-4, being the secand priority; and the tierthreeproperties UV X 1-2, being the
loweg priority. Dr. Kemedy secandedthe mation. Mr. Cagillo notedthat the Selna-Mongini
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parcelhadnot beenincludedin the discussion, and is an importart parcel. Chair Hare
recindedhis mation with the agreenert of Dr. Kemedy.

Chair Haremovedto recanmend to the Arizona State Parks Board the purchase of the Seha-
Mongini 1-2 parcels because they are within the river corridor of the Verde River Greernway
projectareaand have critical hakitat for endangered species aswell asuplard buffering. Dr.
Y oung secondedthe motion. Chair Hare calledfor the vote following discussion on the
railroad cut on the parcel. The mation carried

Chair Haremovedthat the Arizona State Parks Board consider the following prioritizaion
for property acauisition with the tier one properties Wack 2, Fratelli-Mongini, Seha
Mongini 1-2, UV X 3 and Barteau 1-4 and Spur Land and Catle being the highes priority;
the tier two properties Bustamerte 1-4, being the secand priority; and the tier three
properties UV X 1-2, being the lowed priority. Dr. Kemedy secandedthe mation. Chair
Hare calledfor the vote, which passed 5-0 with Ms. Hughesabstaining.

F. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

G. BOARD COMMENTS, REQUESTS, AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

Chair Harenotedthat aletter signed by several environmertal groups regardng off-highway
vehicleshadbeensen to the Arizona State Parks Board. Chair Harewassignatory to the letterin
his position asLandscape Redoration Director for Sky Island Alliance. Carry-overitems Update
on hunting from Ms. Hernbrode asfits her schedule, update on Kartchner Caverrs SP
Conservation Zone, introduction of Genevieve Johnson and discussion of Open Space

H. TIME AND PLACE OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Thisitemnot discussedin the intered of time, however the next scheduled Subcommittee
meetngs are March 27, 2008.

I. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Haread ournedthe meetng at 4:00pm.

Premredby Ruth Shulmanon February 5, 2008, and reviewed by Joanmne M. Roberts, Arizona
State Parks NAPAC Coordinator.

APPROVED BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON April 24, 2008.
Affirmedby:

/s/ Trevor Hare Date: April 24, 2008
Trevor Hare Chair




